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But I have a firm conviction that day nurseries should be avail-
able everywhere. The day of large houses, staffs of servants,
children's nurseries, nurses and nursemaids are gone for ever,
except for the very rich, and even for them I don't think they are
very desirable. An intelligent woman finds it an intolerable
burden to be tied for twenty-four hours a day with a baby or
small child. That is a very decisive factor in the decline of the
birth-rate. But if, for a few hours a day, a mother could take her
child to a well-ordered day nutsery while she did her*shopping or
even went out to work, it would quite alter woman's attitude to
motherhood. Too often now it is no baby at all, or one is quite
enough. I know there is a type of mind which is never tired of
reiterating "Woman's place is in the home," but it is a doctrine
generally preached by those with little or no experience. If
woman's place is in the home, it must be a good home with reason-
able breaks for rest and recreation.

Alas, with the outbreak of war our nursery was evacuated.
First it contained only Bethnal Green children, but gradually babies
from other parts infiltrated into it, and it has now little connection
with the district. Perhaps it will come back, but it will never be
quite the same. Miss Robins, the founder, is dead. Miss Taylor,
the matron, has married the treasurer and has left, and I am afraid
some of the romance has gone out of our experiment. There are
plenty of other nurseries, wartime nurseries among others, but the
Bethnal Green Day Nursery at Somerford Street was something
just a little, different and quite worth doing.

But to return .to the L.G.C. Things there were not static.
Personnel was changing and I regret to say the great Progressive
Party was declining in strength and Labour was asserting its inde-
pendence and forming a separate party. Sir John Benn resigned
the leadership and was replaced by the Rev. Dr. Scott Lidgett.
Lidgett is an able man, one of the most fluent speakers I have ever
met, and had knowledge of every conceivable subject. He was a
man of impeccable character and had given the whole of his life
to good work, particularly in Bermondsey, where for a long time
he was head of a settlement. Headlam used to say of him that he,
would have made an excellent Bishop. Unfortunately he was not
qualified, being a member of the Wesleyan Church. But for all
his good qualities, by the very cloth he wore and by his whole
make-up he was not cut out for a political leader. Every man to
his last, and parsons do not make good politicians. Headlam was .
clever enough to know that, and he never aimed at being a political
leader. He was keen on politics, but that is quite another matter
from pretending to be a politician. Scott Lidgett did not like the
Labour Party and showed it, and that widened the breach. Nothing